
Worshipping God 
Making new Disciples 

Transforming Communities 

31st May 2020                  PENTECOST  

in the villages of Bidford, Binton, Exhall,  
Salford Priors, Temple Grafton & Wixford 

On line Church services are still happening every Sunday in the 
Heart of England Parishes and are available via our church 

websites and Facebook pages.  
 

The rector, Revd Peter Walker is producing an audio 
recording of a lectionary based service of prayers, 
readings and a short sermon (which may also be 

available on video) 
 

 
St Matthew’s is  producing a video recording of 

a family friendly Messy Church service, with 
Sarah & Tim, so go to our websites or 

Facebook pages to access it.  
 

St Matthew’s also hosts a Zoom Coffee & Chat 
session each Sunday at 11.15am after the main 

morning services!  
As it’s Pentecost, why not wear something 

red or orange. 
Do come and join in! 



For your prayers this week: 
 

 all who are unwell, especially Joanna Cotterell, John England, Reg Francis, 
Anne Gibbs, Gwen Hill, Cheryl Jefferson, Dorothy Johnson, Chloe Lambert, 
John Lawrence, Rose Turner, Alex Waring, Laurence, Roger Webb, Alan 
(Margaret’s son), Joan (Peter Walker’s mother-in-law), Charlotte (Penny 
Prewer’s niece), Steve (a fireman), Phil Dalby, Alan & Sarah Edwards and 
all their families, carers and the medical staff who treat them  

 The D family—for God’s peace and for Martin recovering in hospital from a 
heart attack 

 all who mourn the loss of loved ones  

 All who live alone and are feeling lonely 

 Some schools reopening tomorrow — for safety of staff and pupils 

 All NHS and front line staff in hospitals and care homes   

 All residents of Care Homes feeling at risk and isolated 

 That a vaccine will soon be found to combat this virus 

 Volunteers to help run an Alpha course on line 

 
“If disaster comes upon us…we will cry out to you in our distress, 

and you will hear and save” 2 Chronicles 20.9 (NRSV) 
 

Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 

be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may find comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 

   What’s happening during the week around the Group: 

Thursday         9.00am Thursday Prayers—please join in at home 

Friday       6.30pm Friday Prayers—please join in at home 

Can you spare 20-30 minutes to join us for Thursday Prayers?  
A small group of us are still praying together albeit in our own homes 
but at the same time on Thursday mornings and we would love more 
folk to join with us. Or if you would like to join with a group praying on 

Friday evenings you would also be very welcome. 
Please contact Roger who will give you all the details of how it will 

work. 



Readings:  
31st May 

PENTECOST 
7th June 
TRINITY 

14th June 21st June 

1st Reading Isaiah 40.12-17,27-31 Exodus 19.2-8a  Genesis 21.8-21 

2nd Reading 2 Corinthians 13.11-13 Romans 5.1-8 Romans 6.1b-11 

Gospel Matthew 28.16-20 Matthew 9.35-10.8 Matthew 10.24-39 

Acts 2.1-21 

1 Corinthians 12.3b-13 

John 20.19-23 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Rector 
Revd Peter Walker 
Day off: Monday 

01789 772217 peter@heartparishes.org.uk 

Revd Michael Godfrey 07725 878530 michael@heartparishes.org.uk 

Revd Fritha Middlemiss 01789 490701 fritha@heartparishes.org.uk 

Reader Mrs Judith Meehan 01789 773328 judith@heartparishes.org.uk 

Administrator Roger Huggins 01386 872758 admin@heartparishes.org.uk 

SP Family Link 
Worker 

Mrs Sarah Folkes 07930 913643 sarah.folkes@covcofe.org 

Email enquiries to: admin@heartparishes.org.uk  

Group website: www.heartparishes.org.uk 
St Laurence’s website: www.stlaurencebidford.org.uk 

St Matthew’s website: www.stmatthewssalfordpriors.org.uk 
Parish Office: Birch House, Grange Lane, HARVINGTON, WR11 8NL 

Asst. Clergy  

We are hoping to run an on-line Alpha 

course star�ng in June for about 6 weeks, 

but we need volunteers to help run it, 

leading sessions, helping with discussions 

or technical assistance. If you are 

interested in helping with running it, 

please email Roger Huggins at 

admin@heartparishes.org.uk  



Readings & Prayers for 31st May — PENTECOST 
 
The Collect: 
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 

ignite in us your holy fire; 

strengthen your children with the gift of faith, 

revive your Church with the breath of love, 

and renew the face of the earth, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 
 
1st Reading : Acts 2.1-21 

When the day of Pentecost came, the disciples were all together in one place. 

Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled 

the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues 

of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled 

with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled 

them. 

Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation 

under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in 

bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 

Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are speaking 

Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native 

language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea 

and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts 

of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); 

Cretans and Arabs – we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own 

tongues!” Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this 

mean?” 

Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” 

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the 

crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to 

you; listen carefully to what I say. These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s 

only nine in the morning! No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 

“‘In the last days, God says, 

I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 

Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 



your young men will see visions, 

your old men will dream dreams. 

Even on my servants, both men and women, 

I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 

and they will prophesy. 

I will show wonders in the heaven above 

and signs on the earth below, 

blood and fire and billows of smoke. 

The sun will be turned to darkness 

and the moon to blood 

before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 

And everyone who calls 

on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 

 
 
 
2nd Reading : 1 Corinthians 12.3b-13 

No-one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds 

of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same 

God works all of them in all men. 

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 

To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the 

message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the 

same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous 

powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to 

another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the 

interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and 

he gives them to each one, just as he determines. 

The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts 

are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. For we were all baptised by 

one Spirit into one body – whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free – and we were 

all given the one Spirit to drink. 

 

 

 

 

 



Gospel: John 7.37-39 

On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, 

“If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as 

the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.” By this 

he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. 


