
Worshipping God 
Making new Disciples 

Transforming Communities 

29th March 2020                     5th of Lent 

in the villages of Bidford, Binton, Exhall,  
Salford Priors, Temple Grafton & Wixford 

All our services are suspended until further notice 
and our church buildings are now closed.  

Our worship of God and our care for each other 
continue but cannot be done in our buildings. 

For details of forthcoming on-line events please 
visit the websites: 

www.heartparishes.org.uk  
www.stmatthewssalfordpriors.org.uk 

 

************************************ 
St Matthew’s is uploading a video recording of a 
family friendly church service to YouTube every 

Sunday  and  
Revd Peter Walker is also recording a short 

message and prayers each week. 
Check the websites or Facebook to connect. 



For your prayers this week: 
 

 all who are unwell, especially Joanna Cotterell, John England, Reg Francis, 
Anne Gibbs, Gwen Hill, Simon Huggins, Cheryl Jefferson, Chloe Lambert, 
John Lawrence, Cherry Stanley, Rose Turner, Alex Waring, Laurence, Alan 
(Margaret’s son), Joan (Peter’s mother-in-law), Charlotte (Penny Prewer’s 
niece) and all their families, carers and the medical staff who treat them  

 all who mourn the loss of loved ones   

 everyone who is self-isolating and lonely because of the Coronavirus 

 Protection for all who have volunteered to help those in need 

 All NHS staff as they come under more and more pressure  

 PPEs (Personal Protection Equipment) to be delivered quickly to all frontline 
health staff  

 ourselves and our families as we all face restricted movement and remain in 
our homes for more time. 

 our children as they face separation from their friends for a prolonged period 

 THAT GOD WILL WIPE OUT THIS VIRUS FROM THE EARTH 
 

“Pray for each other” James 5.16 

   What’s happening during the week around the Group: 

Thursday         9.00am Thursday Prayers—please join in at home 

6.30pm Friday Prayers—please join in at home 

8.00pm St Matthew’s Church Quiz on Zoom 
Friday    

A small group of us are still praying together 
albeit in our own homes but at the same time 
on Thursday mornings and Friday evenings. If 

you would like to join in with these groups 
please contact Roger who will give you all the 

details of how it will work.. 



CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Rector 
Revd Peter Walker 
Day off: Monday 

01789 772217 peter@heartparishes.org.uk 

Revd Michael Godfrey 07725 878530 michael@heartparishes.org.uk 

Revd Fritha Middlemiss 01789 490701 fritha@heartparishes.org.uk 

Reader Mrs Judith Meehan 01789 773328 judith@heartparishes.org.uk 

Administrator Roger Huggins 01386 872758 admin@heartparishes.org.uk 

SP Family Link 
Worker 

Mrs Sarah Folkes 07930 913643 sarah.folkes@covcofe.org 

Email enquiries to: admin@heartparishes.org.uk  

Group website: www.heartparishes.org.uk 
St Laurence’s website: www.stlaurencebidford.org.uk 

St Matthew’s website: www.stmatthewssalfordpriors.org.uk 
Parish Office: Birch House, Grange Lane, HARVINGTON, WR11 8NL 

Asst. Clergy  

Annual Church Meetings for all our 
parishes are likely to be postponed until a 

date later in the year. 

St Matthew’s is holding a Church 
Quiz next Friday 3rd April at 8pm 

on Zoom! 
If you would like to take part 

please let Tim Jacques know by 
Wednesday by email: 

timothyjacques@googlemail.com 
 so that he can send you an 

invitation. He will need your email 
address  

You can also respond via the 
church admin email address 
above. 



Readings & Prayers for 29th March—5th Sunday in Lent 
 
 
The Collect: 

Gracious Father, 
you gave up your Son 
out of love for the world: 
lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, 
that we may know eternal peace 
through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
 
1st Reading : Ezekiel 37.1-14 

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of 
the LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me to 
and fro among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, 
bones that were very dry. He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” 

I said, “O Sovereign LORD, you alone know.” 
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, 

hear the word of the LORD! This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these 
bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. I will attach ten-
dons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put 
breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the 
LORD.’” 

So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was 
a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. I looked, 
and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was 
no breath in them. 

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say 
to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’” So I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on 
their feet – a vast army. 
Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ There-
fore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: O my 
people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring 
you back to the land of Israel. Then you, my people, will know that I am the 
LORD, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. I will put my Spirit 
in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know 
that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD.’” 
 
 



2nd Reading: Romans 8.6-11 

The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life 
and peace; the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor 
can it do so. Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. 
You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spir-
it of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does 
not belong to Christ. But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet 
your spirit is alive because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised 
Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also 
give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you. 
 
 
Gospel: John 11.1-45 

Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of 
Mary and her sister Martha. This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, 
was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her 
hair. So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.” 

When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is 
for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” Jesus loved Mar-
tha and her sister and Lazarus. Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he 
stayed where he was two more days. 

Then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” 
“But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews tried to stone you, and yet 

you are going back there?” 
Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? A man who walks 

by day will not stumble, for he sees by this world’s light. It is when he walks by 
night that he stumbles, for he has no light.” 

After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.” 

His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” Jesus had been 
speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 

So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I 
was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 

Then Thomas (called Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also 
go, that we may die with him.” 

On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four 
days. Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had 
come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. When 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary 
stayed at home. 

“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 

Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last 

day.” 
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me 



will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?” 

“Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, 
who was to come into the world.” 

And after she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. 
“The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” When Mary heard this, 
she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, 
but was still at the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews who had 
been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up 
and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn 
there. 

When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his 
feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her 
also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. “Where have you laid 
him?” he asked. 

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 
Jesus wept. 
Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 
But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man 

have kept this man from dying?” 
Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a 

stone laid across the entrance. “Take away the stone,” he said. 
“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a 

bad odour, for he has been there four days.” 
Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the 

glory of God?” 
So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank 

you that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for 
the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 

When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The 
dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth 
around his face. 

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 
Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what 
Jesus did, put their faith in him. 
 
 


